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Udall Highlights Potential for Forest Service, Private-Sector 
Partnerships in Battling Bark Beetle Epidemic 

 

During a committee hearing of the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources today, 
Mark Udall pressed U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell about how his agency can engage 
the private sector in fighting the bark beetle epidemic and creating rural jobs in the Mountain 
West.  Udall's questions follow up on his efforts to encourage the use of beetle kill products even 
as he works with forest managers to keep dead and dying trees from endangering communities.   

Referencing a Forest Service report - "Increasing the Pace of Restoration and Job Creation on 
our National Forests" - Udall said that expanding the market for forest products from our 
national forests is crucial, but it will require streamlining contracting procedures and the Forest 
Service's cooperation in working with private companies that want to use beetle kill for various 
uses.  In particular, Udall has worked with sawmills that clear the trees and then sell them to 
Colorado home builders who use them in construction, as well as companies that use the beetle 
kill to make wood pellets and biomass for new sources of energy. 

"The private sector is key to dealing with this epidemic," Udall said.  "We'd like to accelerate 
the way in which we streamline procedures, but there's more to do - there're a lot of people ready 
and willing to do this." 

"In a state like Colorado, where there is a large need for forest treatments but few forest-
management businesses, the Forest Service should tailor their timber sales and stewardship 
contracts to fit this industry, and work to try to move at the pace of industry as much as 
possible," Udall said after the hearing.  

Tidwell warned that bark beetles are here to stay, renewing his agency's commitment to fighting 
the bark beetle epidemic, with $100 million dedicated to the Western states.  "Where the [bark 
beetle] expansion is starting to slow a little bit, we're still seeing about an additional 600,000 
acres infested each year, so we're going to have to continue to maintain this focus for the next 
few years," Tidwell said.  

Please contact Tara Trujillo or Jennifer Talhelm at 202-224-4334. 
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